Year 3 Spellings for Autumn 1 2026 – Miss Thorpe and Mrs Peachment group. 
Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome to Year 3 and to a new style of spelling learning!
Please find attached a copy of our Autumn 1 spelling lists. We hope that the information provided will give you a clear explanation of the spelling rule being taught each week in class and help you to support your child with their spelling at home.
There are lots of different ways to learn spellings, so please encourage your child to practise in a way that suits them best. We have some ideas and activities on our school website if you would like some inspiration.
When learning new words, it is particularly important to write them out regularly. This helps children to visualise the word and become familiar with the pattern and order of the letters. It is also useful to write each word in a sentence, so that children understand how the word is used in context.
How will the spelling test work?
On Fridays, the children will be tested on words that follow the spelling rule of the week. 
If you use an internet search engine, you will be able to find many other examples that fit the spelling rule. We will therefore not be providing an additional list of words each week. Learning and understanding the spelling rule is more important than simply memorising a set list of words.
The weekly test will take the form of a dictation. The teacher will read a sentence aloud, and the children will need to listen carefully and write the sentence down, applying the spelling rule they have been learning.
Thank you for your continued support with your child's learning. We hope that this new approach will help the children to develop greater confidence in spelling and, most importantly, understand why words are spelt the way they are.
Week 1 and 2: 31st August and 7th September
The teachers will be assessing what the children already know and establishing any gaps needing to be addressed.
Week 3: 14th September 
This week, the children are learning words containing the 'or' and 'ore' sounds.
· fork
· storm
· horse
· morning
· corn
· more
· score
· before

Week 4: 21st September  
This week we will be learning split digraphs. A split digraph is when two letters work together to make one vowel sound, but a consonant comes between them. You may remember these as the 'magic e' or 'split vowel' rule.
· brave
· plane
· these
· theme
· shine
· prize
· stone
· flute

Week 5: 28th September
This week we will be learning about the soft c sound. The letter c can make two different sounds. It can make a hard c sound, as in cat and cup, or a soft c sound, which sounds like /s/. The soft c sound is often found when c comes before e, i or y.
· city
· circle
· cent
· fence
· pencil
· space
· dance
· fancy

Week 6: 5th October
This week, the children are learning different ways of spelling the 'air' sound. The sound can be written in several different ways, including air, ear and are.
· chair – air
· fair – air
· bear – ear
· pear – ear
· wear – ear
· care – are
· share – are
· square – are

Week 7: 12th October
This week, the children are learning different ways of spelling the /j/ sound. The /j/ sound can be spelt in different ways, including d, -dge and -ge. A useful rule to remember is that -dge is often used after a short vowel sound, for example badge, bridge and fudge. After other vowel sounds, -ge is often used, for example age, huge and large.
· giant – g
· gentle – g
· magic – g
· badge – dge
· bridge – dge
· edge – dge
· huge – ge
· large – ge


Week 8: 19th October 
This week, the children are learning different spelling patterns where one of the letters is silent. The spelling patterns wh, wr, kn and gn can be tricky because we do not always hear every letter when we say the word.
· when – wh
· which – wh
· write – wr
· wrong – wr
· knee – kn
· know – kn
· gnome – gn
· gnaw – gn






