Year 3 Spellings for Autumn 1 2026
Welcome to Year 3 and a new style of spelling learning. We hope that the following information provides plenty of explanation and the spelling rule being taught each week in class.
Please try to learn your spellings in a variety of ways to suit you – we have some ideas on our website if that helps. However, when learning new words it is important to write them out as much as possible as you will visualise them more easily and the pattern the letters form will become familiar. Also, write them in a sentence so that you can use them in context.
On Friday, you will be tested on some words that follow the spelling rule for the week not just those in the given lists; the words below are given as examples. If you use an internet search engine, you will be able to find many other examples that fit the rule. Therefore, we will not be providing an extra list of spellings per week.
The test will be in the form of a dictation so your teacher will read a sentence for you to write down. The highlighted words are from the Yr3/4 word list which will also be practised in school. You could be tested on these too, or any spellings rules you have covered so far.  
Week 1 and 2: 31st August and 7th September
The teachers will be assessing what the children already know and establishing any gaps needing to be addressed.
Week 3: 14th September 
This week we will be learning about words that start with ‘kn’, ‘gn’, ‘wh’ and ‘wr’ as well as words with a soft c in them. Each Friday, we will be testing your understanding of the week’s rules. Below are some words that follow the rule that might be included in the test but there will be others. Most importantly though, we want you to learn the rule so that you can apply it to other words in your writing. Can you find other words that follow the rule? We will look at more in school during the week. 
Spelling rule 
· ‘kn’ ‘gn’ - The ‘k’ and ‘g’ at the beginning of these words was sounded hundreds of years ago but is not sounded out now.
· ‘wh’ ‘wr’ - This spelling probably also reflects an old pronunciation at the beginning at the word.
· soft c – When a ‘c’ makes an /s/ sound in a word. It typically comes before e, i, y.
	knee
	gnat

	while
	wrote

	race
	ice







Week 4: 21st September  
This week we will be learning about words that end with ‘al’, ‘le’ and ‘il’. 
Spelling rule 
· The /l/ or /əl/ sound spelt –al at the end of words. Not many nouns end in –al, but many adjectives do. If the ending is a suffix, -al is most common.
· The /l/ or /əl/ sound spelt –le at the end of words. The –le spelling is the most common spelling for this sound at the end of words. Most often comes after b, c, d, f, g, k, p, st, t, z.
· Words ending –il. The –il spelling is the least common spelling for this sound.
	metal
	capital

	apple
	little

	fossil
	daffodil







Week 5: 28th September
This week we will be learning about words that end with ‘g’, ‘dge’ and ‘ge’. 
Spelling rule 
g dge ge 
· The letter j is never used for the /dʒ/ sound at the end of English words. At the end of a word, the /dʒ/ sound is spelt –dge straight after a ‘short’ vowel sound. 
· After all other sounds, whether vowels or consonants, the /dʒ/ sound is spelt as –ge at the end of a word. 
· In other positions in words, the /dʒ/ sound is often (but not always) spelt as g before e, i, and y. 
· The /dʒ/ sound is always spelt as j before a, o and u.
	badge
	bridge

	change
	magic

	jacket
	juice







Week 6: 5th October
This week we will be learning about adding the suffixes –er, -est, -ed, -ing and –y. 
Spelling rule 
Suffixes –ed, -ing, -er, -est, -y
· Adding –ed, –ing, –er and –est to a root word ending in –y with a consonant before it. If the word ends with a consonant + y, take off the y and add i and –er, -ed or –est. Keep the y for adding –ing.
· Adding the endings – ing, –ed, –er, –est and –y to words ending in –e with a consonant before it. If the word ends consonant + e, take off the e and add –ing, -er, -est, -ed, or -y.
· Adding –ing, –ed, –er, –est and –y to words of one syllable ending in a single consonant letter after a single vowel letter. Double the consonant and add –ing, -ed, -er, -est, or –y.
	cried
	crying

	happier
	shiny

	dropped
	hugging







Week 7: 12th October
This week we will be learning about apostrophes for contractions and learning our first 3 words from the Year 3/4 Statutory Words list. 
Spelling rule 
· Apostrophes for contractions – shortening two words and including an apostrophe in place of missing letters.
· Year 3/4 statutory words: straight, strange, strength
	I’m
	couldn’t

	haven’t
	straight

	strange
	strength







Week 8: 19th October 
This week we will be learning about homophones and learning some more words from the Year 3/4 Statutory Words list. 
Spelling rule 
· Apostrophes for contractions – shortening two words and including an apostrophe in place of missing letters.
· Year 3/4 statutory words: heard, reign, remember, regular
	heard
	herd

	peace
	piece

	reign
	rain

	remember
	regular








