
Welcome to Year R

Together in God’s love we
care, trust and respect

September 2026



Meet the team

Bumblebee Class
Teachers: 
Mrs Bennetts (Mon-Wed) 
Mrs Watts (Wed-Fri)

Butterfly Class
Teacher:
Mrs Dicker

Teaching Assistants:
Mrs Judd (Mon & Tues)
Mrs Jones (Wed, Thurs & Fri)

Cover:
Mrs Walkinshaw
Mrs Littler

Other staff:
Mrs Holland & Miss Brown



Personal, Social and 
Emotional Development

Physical
Development

Communication and 
Language

Prime Areas

• Self-Regulation

• Managing Self

• Building 

Relationships

• Gross Motor 

Skills

• Fine Motor Skills

• Listening and 

Attention

• Understanding

• Speaking

Specific Areas
Literacy

• Comprehension

• Word Reading

• Writing

Mathematics Understanding the 
World

Expressive Arts and 
Design

• Numbers

• Numerical Patterns

• Past & Present

• People, Culture & 

Communities

• The Natural World

• Creating with 

Materials

• Being Imaginative 

and expressive

Overview of the Early Years 

Curriculum



Characteristics of effective learning

Playing and 

Exploring

Children investigate and 

experience things, and ‘have 

a go’.

Active Learning
Creating and 

Thinking Critically

Children concentrate and 

keep on trying if they 

encounter difficulties, and 

enjoy achievements.

Children have and develop 

their own ideas, make links 

between ideas, and develop 

strategies for doing things.



A day in the life of your child…

Funky fingers

Focus teacher tasks

Garden time

Self directed play (continuous + enhanced 

provision)

Stories

Timetabled activities – PE, library, 

computing, music
Welly walks – Please bring in wellies to school.



Please note that the register is taken at 
8:45 promptly, any child arriving after 
the register is closed is marked as an 

‘unauthorised absence’ for that session 
– a session is am or pm. 

Indoor PE: Monday
Library Time: Wednesday
Outdoor PE: Friday 

Timetable



Evidence Me…

Evidence Me is an app which can be downloaded onto your phone. We use it as a method to 
share photographs and videos of your child’s learning in school. We also welcome parents to 
share their own images with us through the app if they wish.

You will have received an invitation for an app called ‘Evidence Me’.  We use this tool to share 
your child’s learning with you via photos and observations we have made. We would love to see 

photos of WOW moments or key achievements your child has made while they are at home with 
you. 

▪For example:
▪- riding a bike without stabilisers

▪- writing their name
▪- following a recipe to make a cake



An example…



Read, Write, Inc 
(RWI)



Phonics Daily Lessons   



Progress Groups

• Group children by phonic stages.
• Teach to the group’s challenge level.
• Re-assess all children every half term

Children work in these progress group for 40 mins each day. Reception 
children build up to this throughout the year. 

The reading leader (Mrs Dicker) and class teachers assess and re-group the 
children every half-term. In Reception your child may be assessed every 2 
weeks depending on which group they are in. As they progress to Year 1 and 2, 
it is every half term. If your child is not meeting expectations in Read, Write, 
Inc, they will be assessed more regularly.



We want to make sure every child learns to read in our school.

Some children need extra practice when learning to read so we spend a little extra time with 
them during the day to make sure they have a chance to keep practicing their phonics skills.



Sounds

English alphabetic code

44 sounds

26 letters

Over 150+ graphemes 

(letter combinations)

One of the most 

complex alphabetic 

codes in the world.





Teaching letter formation

Alongside learning to read 
each sound, children use a 
handwriting phrase linked 
to the picture mnemonic 
to learn to form each 
letter correctly.



Reading with Fred Talk

• Fred the Frog helps children learn to 
blend sounds into a word.

• Fred can only speak in sounds. He says   
d-o-g, h-a-t etc.

• He says the sounds c-a-t, and then 

children help him to say the word.
• This is how we quickly teach all of our 

children to blend orally.
• We practise blending orally so children 

will find word-reading easier.



Teaching phonics
Each session of phonics starts with a speed sound lesson. This is 20 minutes of 

teaching and recapping new sounds. Below you will see the process we follow each day. 
The first picture is for Set 1 sounds, the second is for Set 2 sounds.



Teach spelling using Fred Fingers

We use Fred Fingers to help children 
sound out words to spell easily.

It means they do not have to 
memorise lists of spelling words.
It is a tool so they will be able to spell 
any word. 



Sound Blending 
Books

The first book your child will come across will be the 
purple blending books.

Once your child can blend the sounds they know to 
read words, they will bring home a sound blending 
book to practise reading words.

Children love reading the word and then using the 
picture to check if they are right. 



Ditty Sheets
After the blending books, the children will move to 
Ditty sheets. A ditty is the bridge between sound-
blending and reading a book. 

A ditty is a sheet which has speed sounds (a list of 
sounds to practice reading speedily), green 
words (words that can be read by blending the 
sounds together) and red words (words with tricky 
sounds within them). 

There are then groups of words for the children to 
practise reading.



Children will be able to read all of the words in the Storybook. Within these books or 
sheets there will be special friends. 
If they hesitate, remind them to read the word using ‘Special Friends, Fred Talk,’.
For example, this means they spot the ‘sh’, then Fred Talk and blend to read the word 
e.g. sh, sh-i-p, ship

‘Special Friends and Red Words

Some words are ‘tricky’ because they contain letters that don’t 
match the sounds the child has been taught.

For example, ‘said’ has ‘ai’ making an ‘e’ sound. We teach these 
common exception words as Red words.

In the early Storybooks, these words are printed in red text. Remind 
your child not to use Fred Talk to read Red words but instead to 
stop and think if they know the word. Tell them the word if needed.



+ +

Which books will children bring home?

In your child’s book bag, they will bring home:

• The Storybook/sheet they have just read in class three times to practise reading what 
they can already read.

• A Book Bag Book that links to the story they have read in class. 
• A picture book they have chosen from the KS1 library. - They are not expected to 

read the story themselves.

The more they read, the faster progress they will make.
Please avoid saying, “This book is too easy for you!” but instead say “I love how well you 
can read this book!”



Reading Diaries

We have different reading diaries for different phonics groups. In these, 
you will find the names of books in the colour group your child is in. Please 
circle the days your child has read and add any notes.

If your child does not bring their Read, Write, Inc books back to school on a 
Friday, they will not receive their next books.



Home Learning

- In their bookbag children will be bringing home a Phonics folder to 
invite them to tell you all about the sounds they have learnt that week 
and practice writing if they would like to.

- Flashcards – added to each week.  Use them as a quick recap and later on 
to build simple words.

- To ensure the correct rhymes and formations are taught, please refrain 
from skipping ahead to other sounds if you are unsure.

We will upload links to Evidence Me each week with videos to access which 
will help support your child to embed the sounds taught.



White Rose Maths
Within White Rose, the EYFS 
schemes break the year down 
into blocks and from blocks 
into easy, logical steps. They 
use books, games, rhymes, 
daily routines, and outdoor 
activities to nurture an 
enjoyment of the subject 
from an early age. They let 
children explore 
mathematical concepts with 
curiosity and without a fear 
of making mistakes.



Maths ELG
Number 

Children at the expected level of development will: 

✓ Have a deep understanding of number to 10, including the composition of each number. 

✓ Subitise (recognise quantities without counting) up to 5. 

✓ Automatically recall (without reference to rhymes, counting or other aids) number bonds up to 5 

(including subtraction facts) and some number bonds to 10, including double facts.  

Numerical Patterns 

Children at the expected level of development will: 

✓ Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the pattern of the counting system. 

✓ Compare quantities up to 10 in different contexts, recognising when one quantity is greater than, less 

than or the same as the other quantity. 

✓ Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, including evens and odds, double facts and 

how quantities can be distributed equally. 



Ten Town



Teacher/Class Communication

• Evidence Me
• Phone call/email
• Website
• Reading Diary
• Newsletter/End of week notices
• Letters
• Arbor App – used in emergencies e.g. Snow day
• Scopay – payments for uniform, dinners, trips



Communication with Parents

End of year reports will be sent home in July 2027

Parents Evenings in October and February – dates circulated via school comms and newsletter

These will take place virtually.  In these meetings, we will share your child’s progress both academically 

and socially and emotionally.   However should we need to discuss this prior to these meetings, we will 

make contact with you. 

There will also be opportunities to come and look through your child’s learning with them during the 

year on ‘Open Classroom’ times.

Appointments

If you have any concerns please do not hesitate to contact us via the school office: 

02380 271178 admin@st-francis-pri.hants.sch.uk

If you require a separate / additional copy of a school report / mid year report – please let the office know 

and they can arrange this. Please bear in mind that teachers have full timetables and will prioritise 

teaching over emails/calls so there may be a delay in us getting back to you. 



Communication with Parents

Pupil Progress

Discussions regarding your child’s progress can be held, with the class teacher, at any point in the 

year at your request. Alternatively, the class teacher may contact you regarding your child’s 

progress. 

Weekly Newsletters

An end of week newsletter, specific to Year R, will be available on 

the school website every Friday.  This will share our focus of 

learning for the following week plus any relevant information 

we think might be useful.



Attendance   

•If your child is not attending school due to illness please inform the school office in the 
morning as soon as possible, and by 9.00am. 

•If your child has experienced sickness or diarrhoea they are required to not attend school for 
the next 48 hours. 

•Please ensure all emergency contact details (preferably at least 3) are up to date so if needed 
we can contact you. 

•If you are aware of any medical issues regarding your child, please inform the school.
•Holidays are not encouraged during school time and will not be authorised, however if you 

feel it necessary an application can be made to the head teacher. 



It is one of our duties as educators to work with other agencies and parents/carers to 
safeguard children.
It is also our duty to be ‘professionally curious’ and put the child at the centre of our 
thinking.
We work to safeguard children through our curriculum: Safer internet day, 
anti bullying curriculum, Fire safety, water safety, road safety and PSHE curriculum 
(SCARF) which introduces important topics about personal safety in an age 
appropriate way throughout the school.

We work closely with our colleagues in Hampshire Children’s Services to respond 
quickly if there are signs of abuse or a disclosure from a child as is our legal 
responsibility. 
Our Designated Safeguarding Lead is Miss Morgan, and the deputy is Mrs Harrison.  

Safeguarding   



Trips and Visits

Typically each year we have had Little City into school to support our ‘People Who Help Us’ topic 
and in the Summer a visit to the Farm.
Overview of all trips can be found on our website https://www.stfrancisceprimarysch.co.uk/trips-
and-events/

Scopay ‘School Trips’ – parents can top up/add regularly if helpful over the year, which can then be 
transferred when a trip comes up.

Permission slips will be via Scopay only. 

The school will review voluntary contributions received after the deadline to make a decision 
whether the trip can go ahead.  If not enough contributions/sign ups we may have to cancel 
trips/events.

Financial support may be available to help with trips- especially for families in receipt of Free 
School Meals. Contact the office for information.

https://www.stfrancisceprimarysch.co.uk/trips-and-events/


Collective Worship

Monday

Whole school 

Collective 

Worship
Children have and develop 

their own ideas, make links 

between ideas, and develop 

strategies for doing things.

Wednesday

Class Worship

Tuesday

Key Stage or 

Church Worship

Thursday

Key Stage Singing 

Worship

Friday

EYFS Celebration 

Assembly



School uniform information can be found on the school website under, parents and school 
uniform. 

This new updated information for this year includes clarification around hair styles including 
coloured hair braids and appropriate footwear. 

PE Uniform
• PE trainers, suitable for outside.
• Plain black or burgundy shorts
• Plan black or burgundy PE trousers (e.g. jogging bottoms, leggings or tracksuit bottoms)
• Children are placed in one of four Houses and wear an appropriately coloured T-shirt for 

PE. 
• Items of clothing with large logos or alternate colours are not appropriate uniform.

Uniform is available to purchase from the school office, Skoolkit, or ‘pre-loved’ from the PTA.

Uniform



We welcome any time you can spare to help within school!

Activities you may enjoy doing with the children include art, DT, 
reading…please speak to one of the teachers if you can spare the time. 

All adult volunteers in school complete an annual volunteer handbook. New 
volunteers will need to undergo an enhanced DBS check as well as 
references and other vetting checks before starting.  Please check with the 
Office staff if you have one and it is still valid.

Please ask the school office or see our website for more information:
https://www.stfrancisceprimarysch.co.uk/volunteering-at-school/

Parent/Carer Helpers   

https://www.stfrancisceprimarysch.co.uk/volunteering-at-school/


• Please return any consent slips sent out as soon as possible.
• Notify the office if the arrangements for your child’s 

collection at the end of the day has changed.
• Notify the office if there has been a change to your child 

attending an after-school club.
• Read the ‘End of week notices’ and ‘Newsletter’ for any school 

information and reminders.
• Please adhere to Uniform and PE uniform guidelines – please 

name everything!

What else is helpful?



Thank you for coming


